Preface

Carrying on the work previously covered in Grades I to IV, the
student is now expected to read, in the easier keys, pieces in
which the left hand takes a more active part.

The alert teacher will always remember that the object is to
make the student mentally conscious of what he or she sees, in
the shortest possible time, and to encourage him or her to ac-
quire the quickest possible physical reaction to these mental

impressions.
The student is advised to observe these points:
Spend no less than ten minutes every day on sight reading.

Key — Mentally review the scale before beginning to play, e.g.,
D minor, one flat, B flat; leading note C sharp.

Time signature and tempo— Observe the time signature, and
establish the tempo mentally by counting a bar or two in strict
time before beginning to play.

Errors — Never stop for an error. Maintain the chosen tempo
steadily, at all costs.

Look ahead — The mind must always anticipate what the
fingers are about to do.

Look at the music, not at the hands — If difficulty is experi-
enced, the student should place a small sheet of paper or an
envelope between the teeth when practicing, until good habits

have been established.

Fingering — Read the fingering at the same time as the notes,
and observe it strictly. This Is very important.

Accidentals — Look over the example before beginning to
play. Note where accidentals are introduced, and remember
they last for one bar, unless cancelled.

Patterns — Learn to recognize the ordinary musical patterns at
sight (such as scales, chords, arpeggios, Alberti bass figures.
rhythmical figures, etc.) without having to “spell them out.”

Concentration and daily practice will ensure the student’s
success in this most important phase of musical training.
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